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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR RECORDING IMAGE 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable formation of an image which is extremely highly visible when 
observed on a light table by performing thermal recording to a predetermined density in 
areas other than an area in which a graphic image or the like is to be thermally recorded 
according to an input signal. 

CONSTITUTION: A recording method comprises moving an image recording material in a 
sub-scanning direction while two-dimensionally scanning the material by a thermal head 
comprising heat generating elements arranged correspondingly to the number of picture 
elements of an image in a main scanning direction substantially orthogonal to the sub- 
scanning direction, thereby recording character data, graphic data or the like. The image 
recording material comprises a transparent thermal recording material having a 
transparent thermal recording layer on a transparent base. At the time of recording an 
image or the like on the transparent thermal recording material, the density of non- 
recording areas other than an area in which to record character data, graphic data or 
the like are changed to a predetermined density. The width in the main scanning 
direction of the heat generating elements constituting the thermal head is set to be not 
less than the width in the main scanning direction of the transparent thermal recording 
material. 
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